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the Revolution gradually decreased.106 However, it was in the seventies
that this kind of emigration attracted most attention in England. In
1773, a year of distress and bad trade, there was a scare of excessive
emigration and depopulation, especially in Scotland and Ireland, and
the Government required returns to be made through the customs
officers of persons leaving the country, so that for 1774 and part of 1775
we have something approaching emigration statistics for English
ports.107 They are incomplete, but those for the port of London (except
that convicts are not included) apparently are complete. In 1774 the
numbers of indented servants and redemptioners sailing from London
are 1,124 for Maryland, 548 for Virginia, 456 for Philadelphia, 35 for
Georgia, 23 for Carolina and 8 for Jamaica, which probably is fairly
representative of the usual proportions.108 In 1773 the numbers would
almost certainly have been higher.
These lists have a poignant interest, they give names, ages, occupa-
tions and former place of residence. People of most ages from fifteen
to fifty appear on them, those in the twenties predominating; most
handicraft trades are represented (with a predominance of weavers
reflecting the distress in Spitalfields) and there is a sprinkling of clerks
and book-keepers, of schoolmasters and surgeons, besides labourers
and servants. The women are comparatively few, there are almost no
family parties, and married couples are rare. The usual term of servitude
is four years, sometimes five, six or seven, in a few cases two. Lon-
doners are numerous, but people come from all parts of the country
including Scotland and Ireland and there is at least one party of Ger-
mans, little difference in social status appears between indented ser-
vants and redemptioners; if there is a distinction it appears to be in
favour of the former, who have perhaps fewer young people described
as servants.
We get a gleam of light on the hopes and tragedies so mysteriously
summarized in these lists in the case of the brig Nancy which sailed for
Baltimore in June 1775 with a freight of ninety-nine redemptioners. On
the list is Elizabeth 'Britdeband', described as a servant aged twenty-
one* This was a girl of seventeen who was decoyed from her mother's
house to an office where she was virtually kidnapped and sent on board
the Nancy. Owing to her. mother's extraordkiary persistence and
courage (too late to save the girl) the office-keepers - a man and wife -